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Dear Haro ld:  

Thank you f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  26 concern ing t h e  species name 
f o r  t h e  r e t r o v i r u s  i s o l a t e s  assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  a c q u i r e d  immunodef ic iency 
syndrome (AIDS). 
emot ional  i ssues  t h a t  a r e  i n t e r j e c t e d  i n t o  t h i s  v i s - a - v i s  who w i l l  g e t  
more c r e d i t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  name t h a t  i s  chosen. I w i l l  t r y  t o  
d i s a s s o c i a t e  m y s e l f  f rom any o f  t h a t  and g i v e  you as an o b j e c t i v e  a 
v i e w p o i n t  as I p o s s i b l y  can concern ing t h e  nomenclature. I am sure t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  go ing  t o  be no name t h a t  does n o t  have disadvantages. However, 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some names which shou ld  be avoided. 

I am w e l l  aware o f  a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and t h e  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Luc Montagnier  has indeed 
made t h e  i n i t i a l  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  t h i s  r e t r o v i r u s  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  
AIDS-re la ted complexes (ARC) s i n c e  he i s o l a t e d  i t  from a p a t i e n t  w i t h  t h e  
lymphadenopathy syndrome, I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  would be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
c a l l  t h i s  t h e  lymphadenopathy-associated v i r u s  (LAV). The reasons f o r  
t h i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  should be obvious. F i r s t ,  t h e  v i r u s  causes more than 
lymphadenopathy. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  lymphadenopathy i n  f a c t  i s  n o t  
d i r e c t l y  due t o  i n f e c t i o n  o f  lymph node c e l l s  by t h e  v i r u s .  
you a r e  aware, t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few c e l l s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  r e t r o v i r u s  which 
a r e  found i n  lymph nodes o f  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  LAV. 
a lone I t h i n k  would be i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  

As I am sure 

Therefore,  t o  c a l l  i t  LAV 

The n e x t  problem r e l a t e s  t o  whether i t  shou ld  be c a l l e d  t h e  A I D S  
r e t r o v i r u s .  I, myse l f ,  p robab ly  c a l l  i t  t h e  A I D S  r e t r o v i r u s  more than I 
c a l l  i t  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  p r i m a r i l y  because I deal  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  A I D S  
p a t i e n t s  who have t h i s  r e t r o v i r u s .  However, t a k i n g  i n t o  account t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be l i t e r a l l y  hundreds of  thousands of i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  
i n f e c t e d  w i t h  t h i s  v i r u s ,  many o f  whom may n o t  c o n t r a c t  A I D S ,  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  i t  would be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  and v e r y  anx ie ty -produc ing  t o  name t h i s  
v i r u s  t h e  A I D S  r e t r o v i r u s  s i n c e  t h i s  would s u r e l y  cause problems i n  
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p a t i e n t - p h y s i c i a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Therefore, a l though I f e e l  t h a t  f o r  
A I D S  p a t i e n t s  c a l l i n g  i t  t h e  A I D S  r e t r o v i r u s  would be a p p r o p r i a t e ,  f o r  
genera l  nomenclature I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  would n o t  be a p p r o p r i a t e .  For  
t h i s  reason I would r e j e c t  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n .  
o r  n o t  we can c a l l  i t  HTLV-111. 
which you a r e  as aware o r  more aware than I am, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  between t h i s  v i r u s  and HTLV-I and -11, I 
s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  enough reason t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  v i r u s  w i t h i n  t h e  
HTLV nomenclature t h a t  t h i s  should be cont inued.  The reasons f o r  t h i s  
arc? t h a t  i t  s u r e l y  i s  a human v i r u s  (H), i t  i s  a T- lymphotrophic  v i r u s  
(TL),  and i t  i s  a v i r u s  (V) .  
i s  a reasonable a b b r e v i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  v i r u s .  For t h a t  reason I would 
suggest naming i t  e i t h e r  HTLV-I11 a lone o r  HTLV-III/LAV. However, f o r  
t h e  reasons g i v e n  above concern ing t h e  disadvantage of u s i n g  t h e  
te rmino logy  LAV, I would e l e c t  t o  c a l l  i t  HTLV-111. 

F i n a l l y ,  we g e t  t o  whether 
A l though t h e r e  a r e  accumulat ing data,  o f  

Therefore,  I would t h i n k  t h a t  HTLV i t s e l f  

I hope t h a t  my comments have been h e l p f u l  t o  you, and I hope t h a t  
Thank you f o r  g i v i n g  me y o u r  group g e t s  t h i s  r e s o l v e d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  express my views. Best  personal  regards.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  
./ 

Anthony S.  Fauci ,  M.D. 
D i r e c t o r  
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of A l l e r g y  and 
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